A Public Art
Field Guide
for Families
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What is A New View – Camden?
At 6 sites throughout the city of
Camden, temporary, large-scale public
art has been placed to provide ‘a new
view’ for residents and visitors.
The artists each made a connection
to the theme of illegal dumping.
Public art is there for everyone, placed
in public sites open to all. Public art
can express community values, make
us aware of issues, transform sites,
and pose questions for the viewers.
Most of the public art in A New View –
Camden is also sculpture. Sculpture
can be made of different materials and
can generally be seen “in the round”,
or from all sides as you walk around it.
Look for materials used in the
public art that are recycled, upcycled,
or repurposed. The prefix ‘re’
means again.
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Recycling breaks products down into
their basic raw materials (plastic, glass,
metal etc.) and is then made into
new products.
In upcycling the product is still the
same, however, it has been improved
in some way.
If an item has been repurposed,
it is being used for a different use.
For example, old tires can be made
into planters.
Illegal dumping is the act of dumping
garbage at a location without
permission. This includes dumping
construction materials, appliances,
furniture, tires and other garbage on
streets, parkland, and vacant lots.
A New View is a collaboration by the City of Camden,
Cooper’s Ferry Partnership, Rutgers-Camden Center
for the Arts, and Bloomberg Philanthropies.
A New View is a winner of the Bloomberg Public
Art Challenge.
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Explore the public art of A New View
Materials Needed
Colored pencils or crayons
to complete the activities
in the guide.
A sense of adventure and
willingness to explore,
along with your creativity!
Adult to escort you to the site(s).

On your journey, you’ll need
to be observant and look for:
 hape, color, texture, scale,
S
and movement in the art.
 he natural world: Weather, sky,
T
river, plants, flowers, and trees.
 ocal wildlife: Birds, squirrels,
L
and insects.
How each artwork addresses the
main theme of illegal dumping.

Written and illustrated by Noreen Scott Garrity
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Draw
The landscape around
the panther, real or
imagined. Where does
the panther live?
Draw a panther mask
design in the circle.
Black panthers are
known as guardians
and protectors.

Did you know?
About 90 million cars are made each year, and 80% of a car’s parts can
be recycled. Discarded cars can be flattened for metal recycling.
Invincible Cat’s use of discarded car hoods reminds us that commonly
dumped materials can be transformed into something beautiful.
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Site 1

Invincible Cat
Location: 1489 Pershing Street, Camden, NJ 08104
Artists: Don Kennell and Lisa Adler, DKLA Design
Invincible Cat is a panther made from 56 recycled car hoods
and featuring hand-blown glass eyes. The sculpture is 36 feet
long, 8 feet tall and 12 feet wide and weighs 15,000 pounds.
It has a steel armature or frame that you cannot see, like a
skeleton. Invincible Cat connects us to nature and the beauty
in the natural world.

Do
Take a pic with the cat,
the tail and paw are
designed as seats.
You are meant to be
a part of the art.

21-0279 CFP_Field Guide.indd 5

4/16/21 4:02 PM

Did You Know?
14 million tons of Styrofoam is made worldwide
each year. About 100,000 mealworms
consume a cubic meter of polystyrene per
month. The Bio-Informatic Digester shows
the beneficial impact of insect behavior
in cities.

Draw
A detail of the
mealworms in
the magnifying
glass circle
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Site 2

Bio-Informatic Digester
Location: Chestnut Street & Orchard Street, Camden, NJ 08103
Artists: Terreform ONE, Mitchell Joachim, Vivian Kuan
The Bio-Informatic Digester is a living machine that uses mealworms (Tenebrio
molitor) to eat Styrofoam (polystyrene) packaging. Styrofoam refuse is thought
to be non-biodegradable, meaning that it never breaks down. Mealworms reduce
the polystyrene into a safe compostable mulch for gardening. It’s safe for the
mealworms, too. Mealworms fed only polystyrene are as healthy as the ones fed a
normal diet of bran. After three months, the worms’ life cycle resets, as they turn
into beetles that mix with the soil.
Bio=life/Digest=break down/Compost=fertilizer

Do
Look for the mealworms at the project base.
Put Styrofoam waste in the slot provided.

Draw
Plants and flowers
in the three circles
provided here
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Site 3

Turntable
Location: Cooper’s Poynt Waterfront Park, 801-811 Delaware Ave, Camden, NJ 08102
Artists: Amanda Schachter & Alexander Levi, SLO Architecture
Kinetic art is art that moves. Using wind energy, a cylinder formed of 2-liter soda
bottles spins above a ring of scaffolding. Turntable is a reference to the RCA Victor
Company, a 20th century Camden-based company famous for recording 20th
century musicians, and producing vinyl records, which are played on a turntable.
You can listen to RCA recordings at camdenturntable.com

Do
Observe how the rate of spinning
relates to the weather.
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Did You Know?
Plastic can be recycled or upcycled, as in Turntable. But, if it’s not recycled, this plastic
waste ends up in oceans and landfills.
How many 2-liter bottles are used in Turntable. My guess is _____.
The artwork’s use of wind energy recalls an 18th century windmill on Windmill Island
in the Delaware River, shown on the map. The island was dredged away at the end of
the 19th century to make way for shipping.
For more information, check the following book out of your library:
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba.

Tree

Sun
Clouds

Playground

Rain
Wind

Turntable

Cooper’s Poynt
Waterfront Park

Draw
Using the symbols provided, make a map of where things are located
in Cooper’s Poynt Park. Don’t forget to note the weather, too.
Answer is: 8004 Plastic Water Bottles
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Camden is Bright not Blight
Location: Look for posters throughout Camden
as building board-ups.
Artist: Erik James Montgomery
Camden is Bright not Blight is not sited at just one location,
50 photographic portraits of Camden residents are placed
throughout the city. These portraits show the power and
strength of Camden residents.

Do
The portraits are paired with a line stating,
“Camden Is…” and then followed by a word
or phrase that each person selected to
define the invincible city of Camden.
What word would you choose?
Fill in the blank,

Camden is ________________________

Did You Know?
A picture that you make of yourself is called a self-portrait.
There are as many ways to make a self-portrait as there
are people. We look forward to seeing your unique self.
Try using a photograph of yourself in a creative way.
Snap a pic of your creation and tag us @anewviewcamden

Draw
Draw your picture
in the frame or take
a selfie with a phone
or camera to print
out and place in
the frame.
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Site 4

Touching the Earth
Location: 512 Erie Street, Camden, NJ 08102
Artists: Athena Steen and Josh Sarantitis
Touching the Earth is a community-made parklet of wooden geometric shapes,
like squares and triangles, and adobe organic, natural shapes. Adobe is a material
used for building that is made of organic materials such as earth, clay, and straw.
The wood planters are filled with native plants.

Did you know?
Making parklets (mini-parks) is a way to add nature to city neighborhoods.
Plants are beneficial for the environment since they put oxygen into the atmosphere,
absorb carbon dioxide, and give a home for wildlife.
How does the clay bread oven work? A clay oven is a hollow, dome-shaped
structure constructed out of clay, mixed with sand or straw. The oven is
heated by building a fire inside, which is then raked out and cleaned.
The clay then holds the heat so that it can be used for baking or roasting.

Do
Observe the shapes
of the clay forms that
you see in the parklet.
Count the planters.
What kind of plants
do you see?
Look for the bread
oven near the center.
What shape is the
bread oven?
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Draw
Using the symbols provided, make your own park design in the grid provided.

Planters

Flowers
Clay

Planters

Shape

Planters

Bench
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Path

Bread Oven
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Site 5

Mechan 11: The Collector
Location: 1599-1537 E. State Street, Camden, NJ 08102
Artist: Tyler FuQua Creations
Mechan 11 is 15’ tall and is made of steel. Called “The Collector” by his fellow robots,
Mechan 11 picks up litter. Its glowing heart chamber reminds us that we have to love
and take care of the planet Earth. This is the 1st standing robot made by the artist.

Do
Describe the trash that the giant robot
has collected. Observe its glowing eyes
and heart chamber. The heart was designed
by a Camden high school student from
Creative Arts Morgan Village Academy
and then built by Tyler FuQua Creations.

Draw Your own heart chamber design for Mechan 11 in the box.
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Did You Know?
Mechan 11’s specialty is picking up
large appliances that have been illegally
dumped, such as washing machines.
Metal can be recycled, and made
into new items, but if it ends up in a
landfill, it can take up to 500 years
to decompose or break down.
How can we prevent such items
from reaching a landfill?
Go to www.camdenreports.com.
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Did You Know?
A phoenix symbolizes strength, and renewal. In mythology, the
phoenix is reborn from the ashes. The Phoenix Festival site was
the former site of a large city incinerator, which burned trash.

Draw
The two birds on The Phoenix
Festival map have not been
completed. Finish the drawings,
based on your observation
of the birds on site or from
your imagination.
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Site 6

The Phoenix Festival
Location: 1401 Federal Street,
Camden, NJ 08105
Artists: The Myth Makers, Donna Dodson
& Andy Moerlein
The Phoenix Festival features two 22-feet
tall bird sculptures made from woven
bamboo. Plastic bags and other recycled
items make up the birds’ colorful plumage.
The flags were designed by students and
their families at Thomas H. Dudley Family
School nearby. Dudley’s school mascot is
the Phoenix.

Draw
Do
Trace the path you took in and
around the bird sculptures. Follow
the path to the large ampitheater
in the center. An ampitheater
is an open theater in the round.
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Design your own
bird sculpture in the
empty oval provided.
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Did you Know?
In the past, there were a lot of factories in Camden. The city had a rich
industrial history. Some of the wood used in the pods is 150 years old.
The metal pieces are from recycled factory parts.
Reclaimed wood or metal is re-used from old buildings and machinery.
Urban timber is salvaged from old buildings in cities and used to build
new things. To salvage is to save something from being thrown out.

Draw
Your friends or
family sitting in
the picnic pod, and
color in the Pod.
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Pod Park
Location: A picnic pod, swing or bench can be found at each site.
Artist: Tom Marchetty, The Factory Workers
Tom Marchetty’s interactive pods and swings are made of I-Beams, square steel
tubing, reclaimed lumber, reclaimed machinery parts, and urban timber. The pods and
swings can be used for picnics, relaxation, and viewing the public art in the shade.

Do
Sit in one of the picnic pods or swings
and observe details such as the wood and
metal parts. What does it feel like to the touch?
What does it look like?
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Draw
Design your own pod below—
a picnic pod or swing.
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Public Art Installations at 6 Sites
April 22 – October 31, 2021
1 Invincible Cat
by Don Kennell & Lisa Adler,
DKLA Design
1489 Pershing Street, Camden, NJ
08104
2 Bio-Informatic Digester
by Terreform ONE,
Mitchell Joachim, Vivian Kuan
Chestnut Street & Orchard Street,
Camden, NJ 08103
3 Turntable
by Amanda Schacter & Alexander
Levi, SLO Architecture
Cooper’s Poynt Waterfront Park,
801-811 Delaware Avenue,
Camden, NJ 08102

4 Touching the Earth
by Athena Steen & Josh Sarantitis
512 Erie Street,
Camden, NJ 08102
5 Mechan 11: The Collector
by Tyler FuQua Creations
1599-1537 E. State Street,
Camden, NJ 08105
6 The Phoenix Festival
by The Myth Makers,
Donna Dodson & Andy Moerlein
1401 Federal Street,
Camden, NJ 08105
 od Park by Tom Marchetty,
P
The Factory Workers
Sites 1-6
 amden is Bright not Blight
C
by Erik James Montgomery
Located near Sites 2 and 5

For more
information,
including
a map and
directions,
follow this
QR code.

Funding
provided
by

21-0279 CFP_Field Guide.indd 20

4/16/21 4:03 PM

